
it be the SVP or some oth-
er group, will take up, in a 
new generation, the work 
of outreach and charity to 
those in need in our own 
community. If we look 
only to ourselves and our 
needs, serving Christ in 
church but not in the poor, 
then, as St John Chrysos-
tom said, our honouring of 
God is hollow and worth-
less. And so I call on you 
all to pray that the work of 
compassion may be re-
newed in our parishes. I 
am grateful to those who 
continue to visit, even 
though the SVP conference 
has closed. And I thank the 
members of our parishes 
who do the work of out-
reach: the SVP and the 
Foodbank at English Mar-
tyrs’, the outreach to resi-
dential homes, and the 
work that individuals do in 
our community and be-
yond for those in need. 

Jesus’ words in the Gospel 
should haunt us. As Chris-
tians and Catholics, these 
words should echo in our 
minds and hearts every 
single time we are tempted 
to judge and condemn. We 
often think that we live in a 
liberal and tolerant society. 
What I see is that the more 
liberal it becomes, the less 
charitable it becomes. As 
has always been the case, 
there are those who are 
deemed unworthy of com-
passion and forgiveness. 
These may be different 
people these days, but we 

need to be aware of the call 
to be set apart, as a com-
munity, by the compassion 
we show. Compassion has 
to be at the heart of how 
we act as Christians. And 
this only happens when we 
turn to the Lord, and learn 
from him who is humble 
and compassionate of 
Heart. 

In our parishes it is the 
Society of St Vincent de 
Paul which has been, over 
the years, a constant wit-
ness to God’s compassion. 
It is sad to say that our 
conference at St Joseph’s 
has recently gone the way 
of the conference at St 
John’s, and has closed 
down. I would like to 
thank all the members of 
the SVP who have faithful-
ly continued to work of 
compassion in our parishes 
over the years. I also pray 
that in the future, whether 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Bl Tommaso Maria 

Fusco 
1831-1891 

The life of Bl Tommaso is 
one of a huge amount of 
activity but with a solid 
spiritual life at its core. 
After ordination at 24, he 
founded a school for boys, 
and organised nocturnal 
prayer groups. After two 
years, he became a travel-
ling missionary in southern 

Italy and chaplain to a local 
shrine of Our Lady of Mt 
Carmel. He opened a 
school of moral theology,  
specialising in training 
priests for hearing confes-
sions. He founded a men’s 
and a women’s religious 
congregation to support 
missions. He ended life as a 
parish priest. The focus of 
his spiritual life was the 
Precious Blood of Christ.  
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The Parishes are part of the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham: Registered Charity no. 
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KEY CONTACTS 

Parish Priest 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent 
ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: pp.partnershipparishes@ 
gmail.com 

Parish Secretary 

Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: partnershipparishes 
@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm  
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 23rd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Int John Martin 

Sunday 24th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Int Teresa Dutton 

Seventh Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Simon Doherty 

Ordinary Time    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 25th    9.30am  Holy Mass Justine Killeen 

Feria   10.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Irene Aylward 

Tuesday 26th 9.15am    Holy Mass Maureen Stokes 

Feria   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 27th   6.00pm   Holy Mass Sarah & Arthur Holmes 

Thursday 28th   9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) Int Bernadette McGough 

Feria       

Friday 1st   9.30am  Holy Mass Ellen & George McHugh 

St David    6.00pm Holy Mass Ron Lane 

Saturday 2nd  9.00am   ALPHA  

St Chad 10.30am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Winefride & Leonard Atherton 

Sunday 3rd 
Eighth Sunday of 

9.00am    Holy Mass  Karol Grolik, George & Barbara 
Connell 

Ordinary Time  11.00am   Holy Mass  Baby Olivia Rose Jeynes & John 
Clowes 

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Feria       

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

mary’s meals 
You’ll be glad to know we have received a ‘school report’ on our part-

ner school, Toleza school, in Malawi, with a special letter of thanks 
from Mary’s Meals for our generosity in supporting the school once 
again this year. The school is in Balaka in Southern Malawi, and cur-

rently has 796 pupils (380 boys and 416 girls). Our donations provide 
Vitamin enriched Maize porridge each day for the children in the 

school. In the photo you can see the children in our school, together 
with the sign showing our sponsorship.  

The ‘school report’ will be uploaded to the parish website so that you 
can see the effect of the money which we give in our Christmas crib 

offerings each year. 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
If you need to see Fr Julian about 
anything, then come to the Open 
House session. The next Open House 
will be on Monday 25th February, 
6.30pm to 7.30pm, and on subse-
quent Mondays at that same time. 
There will be no Open House on 
11th March. Sanctuary Lamps 

This week the lamps are dedicated for:  

English Martyrs’: Helena Jeffries 
St John’s: Agnes Coates (nee Byrne); 
Anne & Ted Hardy; Ashton, Austin 
& Williams Families 
St Joseph’s: John Martin (Intention) 
St Patrick’s: Maureen Stokes 

If you would like to dedicate the 
sanctuary lamps at our churches 
for an intention, please see Fr Jul-
ian. Minimum donation £5. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home Prayer Services 

Kidsgrove The next 
prayer service will be 
at Ravenswood, The 
Avenue on Tuesday 
19th March at 11am.  

Biddulph The prayer 
service for our Biddulph Churches 
Together group is on Sunday 10th 
March at Tall Oaks at 3pm.  

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

The English Camino 
For young men aged 18+, we will 

walk the Camino Inglés from Ferrol 
to Santiago. Wednesday 3rd to 

Wednesday 10th July 2019. Cost 
will be about £400. To book see Fr 

Julian with a £100 deposit. 

Alpha is up and 
running again on 
Saturday morn-
ings at 9am at St 
Joseph’s Gold-

enhill. Each week 
we will have a good breakfast togeth-

er, watch the video, and have a re-
laxed discussion about its contents.  

It is best to do a whole ALPHA, but 
if you’d like to dip your toe in and 

try a session come along on a Satur-
day morning soon! 

Prayer Group 
Our partnership of parishes prayer 

group is growing! The aim is to pray 
for our Parish and its work, as well as 

the world, for our families and all 
our needs. The prayer group is on 

Tuesday evenings, every other week 
so the next one will be on the 5th 

March at 8pm and will take place at 
English Martyrs’ in Biddulph. It is an 

hour long. Why not come along ? 

Men’s Group 
We are inviting men from the parish 
partnership to come together time to 
follow a series called ‘Unlocking the 
Mystery of the Bible’ by Jeff Cavins. 

We had an introductory meeting, but 
it’s not too late to join us. Our next 
session is on Monday 25th February 
at St Joseph’s Goldenhill at 7.30pm. 
All men, young and older, are wel-

come! 

Deaths 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Mary Thompson. Requiem 
Mass for the repose of her soul will 
be offered at English Martyrs on Fri-
day 8th March at 1.15pm followed by 
committal at Bradwell Crematorium. 

  Requiescat in Pace 

“LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS” 
We are pleased to have the inspira-

tional missionaries and students from 
the Fellowship of Catholic University 

Students (FOCUS) over from the 
USA. They will be leading us on a 
three night Retreat for Lent at St 

Joseph’s Church, Goldenhill. 

Tuesday 12th to Thursday 
14th March 

Each evening we will have: 
6.30pm Holy Mass 

7.30pm Eucharistic Adoration and 
Retreat Service 

Come and receive the encourage-
ment of faith and renewal in the sea-

son of Lent! 

Women’s World Day of Prayer  
Friday 1st March  

You are invited to Biddulph Method-
ist Church, Station Road, Biddulph at 
1.30pm, for a service led by women 
from each church in Biddulph, fol-
lowed by refreshments. It is open to 
both men and women! 

ash Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday is on 6th March. 

Come and receive the blessed ashes 
at Mass or the Liturgy in one of our 

churches: 

7.00am Mass at St Patrick’s 
9.30am  Liturgy at St Joseph’s 
11.00am Liturgy at English Martyrs’ 
2.15pm Liturgy at St John’s 
6.30pm Mass at St Joseph’s 
Don’t forget Ash Wednesday is also a 

day of fasting and abstinence. 

feast of st Patrick 
All our parishioners are invited to 
come and celebrate the Feast of St 
Patrick at St Patrick’s Church in 

Packmoor 

HOLY MASS 

will be celebrated on Saturday 
16th March at 11.30am followed 

by a bring and share lunch. 

All are welcome. Please bring 
some food! 

feast of st joseph 
All our parishioners are invited to 
come and celebrate the Feast of St 

Joseph at St Joseph’s Church 
Goldenhill 

HOLY MASS 

will be celebrated on Tuesday 
19th March at 9.30am together 

with the children from St Joseph’s 
Academy.  

There will be refreshments after 
the Mass! 



KEY VERSE: "Why do you notice the splinter in your 
brother's eye, but do not perceive the wooden beam in 
your own?" (v.41). 
TO KNOW: Jesus taught his disciples to love their ene-
mies (v.27-36), and to be forgiving, non-judgmental 
and generous toward others (v.37-38). His disciples 
must be clear-sighted in their understanding of the gos-
pel. They are hypocrites if they criticize others yet are 
blind to their own faults. One who is blind cannot guide 
another sightless person. Both will stumble and fall. The 
disciples cannot lead others unless they are able to see 
their own defects and limitations. Then they will under-
stand when others fail, and can help them overcome 
their wrongdoings. When these future leaders of the 
Church are fully trained, they will resemble their teach-
er, Jesus. 
TO LOVE: Am I quick to point out the mistakes of oth-
ers that I make myself? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, open my eyes to my own faults 
so that I will not be judgmental of another's shortcom-
ings.  

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
10/02/19 Biddulph/Packmoor 
Gift Aid £358.90, Non Gift Aid 
£192.38, Total £551.28. Gold-
enhill Gift Aid £218.00, Non Gift 
Aid £190.84, Total £408.84. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £157.50, Non 
Gift Aid £172.27, Total £329.77. 
17/02/19 Biddulph/Packmoor 
Gift Aid £377.68, Non Gift Aid 
£175.32, Total £553.00. Gold-
enhill Gift Aid £270, Non Gift Aid 
£206.20, Total £476.20. Kidsgrove 
Gift Aid £177.00, Non Gift Aid 
£122.90, Total £299.90. 

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This weeks Draw: 1st Prize 
£20, No.185 M Cope; 2nd Prize 
£10, No.55 P Potts; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.64 B McGough. Monthly 
Draw: 1st Prize £75, No.138 V 
Finn; 2nd Prize £50, No.63 B Sumsi-
on; 3rd Prize £25, No.17 K Holmes. 
Last Weeks Draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.64 B McGough; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.15 H Hopkins; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.86 M Walker. 

Biddulph & Packmoor 125 Club 
The yearly (£51) and half yearly 
(£26) subs for the 125 club will be 
due on the 10th February. Please 
make cheques payable to ‘English 
Martyrs’ Church, Biddulph’. If you 
would like to subscribe to the 125 
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Jesus told a parable to his disciples: ‘Can one blind man guide 
another? Surely both will fall into a pit? The disciple is not supe-
rior to his teacher; the fully trained disciple will always be like 
his teacher. Why do you observe the splinter in your brother’s 
eye and never notice the plank in your own? How can you say to 
your brother, “Brother, let me take out the splinter that is in 
your eye,” when you cannot see the plank in your own? Hypo-
crite! Take the plank out of your own eye first, and then you 
will see clearly enough to take out the splinter that is in your 
brother’s eye. ‘There is no sound tree that produces rotten fruit, 
nor again a rotten tree that produces sound fruit. For every tree 
can be told by its own fruit: people do not pick figs from thorns, 
nor gather grapes from brambles. A good man draws what is 
good from the store of goodness in his heart; a bad man draws 
what is bad from the store of badness. For a man’s words flow 
out of what fills his heart.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 
Vocations Mass Our Deanery Mass 
for Vocations is on Thursday 28th 
February at 7pm. Celebrant will be 
Fr Michael Glover. 

Sharing Hope in Crisis There will 
be a day for those who work to apply 
Catholic Social Teaching in crisis situ-
ations, and serve the suffering at 
Maryvale Institute on Saturday 16th 
March. Donation only. Contact Paul 
Northam on 0121360 8118. 

Called to Witness On 4th May, 
young people aged 18 to 25 are being 
called to come to Harvington Hall for 
a day to reflect on and pray about 
vocation. The Diocesan shrine for the 
English Martyrs provides the context 
for considering our witness of faith. 
The day will include talks, discussion, 
Mass, prayer as well as a tour of the 
Hall. Cost is £10. For more infor-
mation go to  www.vocations.org. 
uk/events.html 

Club, for a chance to win a monthly 
or weekly prize, please contact Mary 
on 514829 or speak to Gloria or Vin-
cent after Mass. 

APF Red Boxes If you have a red 
box from Biddulph or Packmoor, 
then please bring them to church 
during February to be emptied and 
counted. Thank you. 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 

 25th - 31st May 2019 

“Blessed are the poor, for the 
Kingdom of God is theirs” 

Once again this year His Grace the 
Archbishop is leading the Diocesan 

pilgrimage to Lourdes in the May half 
term week. If you would like to go 

on the pilgrimage, the booking forms 
and information can be downloaded 

from the diocese website 
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk and 

click on News and Events and then 
Pilgrimage. Alternatively you can 

phone the pilgrimage office on 0121 
230 6288 or email: 

admin.lourdes@rcaob.org.uk  


